[Treatment of recurrent craniopharyngioma].
Treatment results on 48 patients with "recurrent" craniopharyngioma treated by surgery or/and radiation are analyzed. Median relapse-free survival time was 43.6 months in patients treated initially with radiation and 22.2 months without. Operative death occurred in 17% of all patients and in 3 out of six patients after total removal. The five- and ten-year survival rates were 91.7% and 66.8%, respectively, for 14 patients treated with combined surgery and radiation therapy. For 26 patients treated with surgery, the survival rates were 20.3% and 10.1%. All of 6 patients, who had received both initial and later radiotherapy, were well 1/2 to 18 years later without clinical evidence of radiation injury. These results lead us to the following conclusions: 1) A radical surgery in recurrent cases has the higher risks of mortality and morbidity than that of the first radical surgery. 2) Radiation therapy improved the survival rate of patients with "recurrent" craniopharyngioma. 3) After initial radiation therapy, additional irradiation was allowed based on the scale of nominal standard dosage and the estimation of "decay factor".